Media Release

Barbershop Singers are not “a bunch of old men with silly hats”.

Tony Sykes - who is neither old nor millinerily challenged! -  has been singing the fun four part harmony since he was in short pants (not the daggy kind) and is keen to dispel the misconception!

Tony, was Barbershopper of the Year in 2008, recently challenged a Sydney radio personality on-air over the stereotype… in what turned out to be a most amusing conversation. 

He is a member of the mixed quartet “Double Shot” which won the gold medal at the last PanPacific singing comp in Hawaii. He features in the men’s quartet “Freefall” and is a long-time chorister with the Sydney Harmony Chorus – which specialises in Barbershop singing. 

The annual national convention of the Australian Association of Men’s Barbershop Singers starts on 24th September in Hobart. The last convention at Darling Harbour attracted three thousand singers and audience members and Hobart is gain expecting almost a thousand delegates and even more audience members!

Barbershop music is a type of a cappella (unaccompanied) vocal music originally sung in quartets in the USA. Tenor, baritone and bass singers harmonise around a ‘lead’ singer.

Singers need to be young at heart and physically fit to 'survive' all the rehearsals required to master the art form (see the attached flyer quoting media lifestyle doctor Helena Popovic). They must know all the repertoire by heart to sing from memory without any accompaniment, often ‘nail’ some choreography and be prepared to travel internationally. Sydney Harmony came back from Hawaii late last year with a best-ever finish. Oh, and among their newest members is a 17 year old singer!
 

Sydney Harmony has a website and myspace presence (www.sydneyharmony.com.au and www.myspace.com/sydneyharmony) and according to its members – or at least its members kids - is ‘totally sick’!!

 

Says Tony: “One of the most successful barbershop choruses in the world the 'Westminster Chorus' www.westminsterchorus.org is a young group with most of its members in their 20s. 

“We’re keen for all of Sydney, Australia and the world to get with the program! Because barbershop is for men & women singers of all ages, and can be huge fun to sing and thrilling to hear when it's done well.”

If you’d like to take up the challenge and interview Tony, other members of the Sydney Harmony Chorus, have them sing live for you or need further information, contact:

Geoff Sirmai Watchdog Communications 

Ph 9389 3907 mob: 0412 669 272  or email geoff@watchdog.com.au 
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Silly stereotype…                Suave reality!  “Freefall” featuring Tony Sykes (left)







